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MEDIA ADVISORY

FAA survival specialists will demonstrate the skills and techniques general aviation pilots need to survive when they are unexpectedly forced to ditch in water. The in-pool exercise is part of an annual survival program sponsored by the Federal Aviation Administration’s Philadelphia Flight Standards District Office. The office covers southern New Jersey, the Philadelphia metropolitan area and Delaware. Mercer County Community College is graciously making its facilities available to the FAA for the program.

Over the course of two-and-a-half days, pilots are introduced to basic knowledge and skills they could use to cope with various survival situations. This year’s program focuses specifically on water survival.  

The annual survival program is an integral component of the FAA’s Pilot Proficiency Award Program. The goal of the proficiency program is to provide pilots who hold recreational or higher pilot certificates and who have a current medical certificate an opportunity to establish and participate in a personal recurrent training program. The proficiency program also is part of the educational opportunities offered by the FAA through its aviation safety programs. 

WHO:      Federal Aviation Administration

WHAT:    Water Survival: The Skills You Never Want to Use

WHEN:    Saturday, March 23, 8:30 a.m.: briefing on water ditching

                                            by FAA survival specialists; 12:30 p.m.: in-pool ditching exercise

                                            Sunday, March 24, noon: a presentation on over-the-water flight

                                            planning and navigation; 1 p.m.: weather survival considerations

WHERE:  Mercer County Community College, Communications Building

                  West Windsor Campus, 1200 Trenton Road, Trenton, New Jersey
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