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Albany County Airport Air Traffic Manager

Closes Book on Aviation Career

After more than three decades of federal government service, Rich Haldeman, FAA’s air traffic manager at Albany County International Airport, retired Monday.

“It was time to go out the door,” said Haldeman, a native of the East Side of Troy who has been the air traffic manager at Albany Airport since 1996.  “It’s been a great career. I’ve met some terrific people along the way, but now I want to spend time with my parents, wife, children and grandchildren.”

Some of that time will be at home in Wynantskill with Marianne (nee Walsh), Haldeman’s wife of 34 years, who also is from Troy’s East Side. They have eight children: Kristin, Kaaren, Rik, Lauren, Katrine, Elizabeth, Eddie and James. 

“We’ll miss Rich,” said Arlene B. Feldman, regional administrator of FAA’s Eastern Region, which includes New York State. “Rich has been a mainstay of this region for many years who has done his job professionally, quietly and unassumingly and has always given others credit for a job well done. We wish him and his family all the best.” 

Haldeman’s first assignment with FAA was in 1969 at the Albany Flight Services Station, where he worked for 13 years. After stints in Queens, Islip and Poughkeepsie and several assignments in New England, he returned to the Capitol Region four years ago. Haldeman also worked for the United States Postal Service for 18 months before he joined FAA.

“Rich Haldeman’s expertise was essential in the reconstruction and transformation of Albany to a new international airport,” said John C. Egan, CEO of the Albany County Airport Authority. “The airport authority and the people of the Capitol Region will be forever indebted to Rich for his commitment and devotion to the advancement of air travel, which has ensured the safety and security of the millions of passengers who have used Albany County Airport.”

A retirement party is planned July 21 at the Century House in Latham.
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