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New Air Traffic Control Tower at Newark International Airport

The new air traffic control tower will be constructed, owned and operated by the FAA. It is expected to be commissioned in October 2002. 
A contract for construction was awarded to TORCON, Inc. of Westfield, New Jersey, on September 23, 1999 in the amount of $22,392,000.

The site on which the new tower will be built is 2.2 acres, located immediately to the west of the airport’s Marriott Hotel.

The design of the new air traffic control tower is a standard Major Activity Level adapted for Newark International Airport.

The height of the tower to the cab floor is 300 feet; 325 feet to the top of the cab. 

The upper levels of the tower will house administrative offices and space for electronic and mechanical equipment; the tower cab will be 850 square feet (eight-sided, 30 ft x 30 ft).

The new 12,000 square foot, one story base building is an administrative building. It will also house electronic equipment and mechanical support facilities, such as the main heating, ventilation and air conditioning units for the tower and administration building.

The new air traffic control tower will be equipped with commercial power, emergency back-up generator and an uninterruptible power supply (UPS).

A new $2.2 million fiber optic communication system is also being installed to provide a more reliable communications infrastructure for the new tower and other facilities.
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The following new state of the art equipment will be installed in the air traffic control tower: 

Enhanced Tower Voice Switch: It will provide air-to-ground, ground-to-ground and voice communication and switching functions.

Voice Switch Bypass: This system provides the minimum necessary air/ground communications to continue safe air traffic operations in the event of a

Voice switch failure.

Emergency Transceivers: This equipment provides back up radio capabilities in the event of a transmitter or receiver site failure.

Information Display System: This is an advisory system used in air traffic operations.

Automated Surface Observation System: This equipment will provide weather information for the airport.

Terminal Doppler Weather Radar: This detects microburst and windshear in and around the airport.

Digital Brite Radar Indicator Tower Equipment: This equipment provides radar coverage for approach control at the airport.

Airport Surveillance Radar: The ASR-9 equipment provides radar coverage for the airport.

Airport Surface Detection Equipment: This equipment provides ground coverage during inclement weather operations.
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