The Eastern  Regional Runway Safety Summit

May 23, 2000

Eastern Region conducted a Regional Runway Safety Summit on May 23, 2000.  In accordance with the 1998 Action Plan to strengthen FAA's Runway Incursion prevention efforts, the purpose of the forum was to bring together the aviation community to develop strategies and solutions for eliminating runway incursions.  

This summit hosted over 200 attendees.  It was held at the Holiday Inn, JFK International Airport, Jamaica, NY. Participants were from  FAA, Airport Directors and airport authorities,  Aviation State Directors, Department of the Army, airline officials and pilots, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, New Jersey Department of Transportation, Air Transport Association, , contractors, union representatives, , National Business Aircraft Association, Inc., State University of New York Dept. of Aviation,  Volpe National Transportation Center, servicing companies of the nearby NY Metropolitan airports, and the Eastern Region Helicopter Council. 

Experts were available at four attractive displays of the Air Traffic, Flight Standards, Airway Facilities/NY National Airspace Implementation, and Airports Divisions.  Various informational brochures and materials were distributed at each display.  An attractive registration folder was given to each participant containing the aviation alphabet, aviation phraseology, a Runway Incursion Glossary and biographies of each speaker and panel member.

Regional Administrator Arlene B. Feldman introduced the keynote speakers, Kenneth M. Mead, Inspector General of DOT, John Mayrhofer, FAA Director of the Runway Safety Program, and Peter Challan, Deputy Associate Administrator of Air Traffic Services.  Representatives of FAA's National Integrated Team for Runway Safety spoke on the National Runway Safety Program in addition to the following presented panel workshops:  Pilot Deviations; Operational Errors; and Vehicle/ Pedestrian Deviations.

After each panel discussion, there was an open discussion at each table.  There were table moderators and notetakers with flip charts available for each table.  The moderators reported out on the discussion with proposed action plans from their groups.  These proposed recommendations are in the process of consolidation for Internet website availability, and FAA Eastern Region initiatives are being submitted for the National Runway Safety Summit.

